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 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 

Domestic Worker Demands Justice from Former Employer
New York, NY – Dozens of immigrant domestic workers and their supporters will picket the residence of A.S.M. Sadiquil Hoque, the Permanent Mission of Bangladesh’s Economic Minister to the UN, to protest several years of mistreatment and abuse of Ashiq Ahmed, their former Bangladeshi domestic worker at 11:00 am  on Saturday, November  2, 2002 at 69-25 Exeter St. in Forest Hills, Queens. 
 

Brought to the United States in 1998 on a special visa issued to domestic workers of international diplomats, Ashiq worked approximately 105 hours per week with no days off and was paid $20 per month.  He was not informed of his legal rights outlined in the English-language documents he signed prior to coming to the U.S. Ashiq was promised healthcare, airfare from Bangladesh and that his wife and child would be able to join him in New York after two years.  These were all promises that the Hoques did not keep.  Ashiq was responsible for cooking, cleaning, hand-washing all laundry, ironing, hand-washing dishes and special preparations for frequent parties.  Ashiq was afraid to protest because he wanted them to sponsor his wife and child from Bangladesh.  Furthermore, the Hoques confiscated his passport during and after his employment.  Only after a year-long intense legal struggle coordinated by Andolan and the Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund (AALDEF) was Ashiq’s passport finally returned.   

 

Mrs. Hoque regularly verbally abused Ashiq, and one day she pushed him into the basement threatening to call the police. Fearing further abuse, Ashiq fled the Hoque home with just his wallet.  With the assistance of some passers-by, Ashiq called the police, who arrived finding him lying unconscious on the street with injuries from being assaulted by Mrs. Hoque.  
 
The Hoques’ treatment of Ashiq violated New York State law, the United States Constitution and international law protecting the rights of workers.  
“As an international diplomat with the United Nations, Mr. Hoque’s conduct and treatment of his domestic worker is particularly reprehensible.  We will continue to fight on behalf of workers until there is justice.”




~ Nahar Alam, Andolan Organizing South Asian Workers
 

Domestic workers frequently work under isolated conditions, where there is little enforcement of the law, and are excluded from many laws protecting the rights of workers. 

 

In a different, recently settled case, an Andolan member and domestic worker Zarina received an unprecedented settlement of $82,000, having worked over 100 hours a week and facing extreme verbal abuse by her employers.  Zarina was refused medical treatment by her employers after breaking her hand and was summarily fired. 

The protest is being organized by Andolan: Organizing South Asian Workers, a community-based group which organizes and provides advocacy for exploited, low-wage immigrant workers from South Asia (India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Bhutan). 






